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April 3, 2007

TO:

Lisa Christianson, Air Quality Specialist
Bureau of Land Management – Project Inspector

FROM:

Dr. Margaret N. Rees
Executive Director, Public Lands Institute

RE:

April 5, 2007 Quarterly Report:
Cooperative Agreement #FAA010017

Enclosed please find the latest quarterly report for the project titled:
•

“Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada.”

The enclosed report reflects activities for the period January 1 - April 5, 2007. Project manager
Doug Joslin will ensure the report is posted to Grove Site.
If you have any questions after reviewing this report, please do not hesitate to call me at
(702) 895-3890.

MNR:sa
Enclosures (1)
Cc:
Tami Lucero, SNAP Partnership Specialist
Electronic cc: Nora Devoe, BLM CESU Research Coordinator
Doug Joslin, Project Manager

Public Lands Institute
4505 Maryland Parkway Box 452040 Las Vegas NV 89154-2040
Phone 702-895-4678
Fax 702-895-5166

QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Period Ending April 05, 2007
Cooperative Agreement Number FAA010017
Take Pride in America in Southern Nevada
Executive Summary
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Don’t Trash Nevada website traffic increased by 144% over the previous quarter.
Project Manager Douglas Joslin made a presentation about the Take Pride in America in
Southern Nevada program to the Executive Committee on February 7, 2007.
20 Don’t Trash Nevada advertisements ran during February and March.
A billboard has been in place on US95 and Russell Road throughout this quarter.
Don’t Trash Nevada purchased radio spots on Metro Networks in February and March.
137 people have taken the on-line anti-litter and dumping pledge.
The anti-litter team received a $10,000 dollar donation from Republic Services to expand
the messaging campaign.
Seven volunteer clean-ups took place this quarter.
A partnership was formed with the Blind Center of Southern Nevada to provide e-waste
recycling opportunities.
More than two tons of agency-generated paper was recycled this quarter.
Judicial analysis has been completed with only final edits remaining.

Summary of Attachments
•
•
•
•
•

Meeting Agendas and Minutes
Media Buy Summary
Anti-Litter and Dumping Pledge
Sloan Canyon Clean-up, March 2007 (photos)
Don’t Trash Nevada Billboard (photo)

Collaboration with Interagency Teams
This quarter, the Interagency Anti-Litter Team met three times (January 9, February 14, and
March 14, 2007; see attached Agendas and Minutes). The team continues to meet on a monthly
basis and is providing direction on all four subtasks as detailed below.
The team continues to pursue opportunities to improve the collaborative process with other
interagency teams. On February 8, 2007, Project Manager Doug Joslin attended a meeting with

the Interagency Volunteer Team (IVP) to discuss possible partnerships in planning and
implementation of clean-up events. The teams discussed the best way to handle requests to
partner with other teams or other federal agency groups/committees. The specific issue was a
River Mountain Loop Trail Coordination Committee request for Anti-Litter Team support at a
planned clean-up event. The IVP and Anti-Litter Teams met with representatives from the
Coordination Committee to discuss specific requests. Following the meeting, we developed
preliminary guidelines for handling these types of requests. This particular event will be
conducted as follows: the IVP Team will promote the event through the IVP web site and the
Anti-Litter Team will provide assistance by donating use of the Anti-Litter trailer and equipment
for use during the clean-up. The clean-up will be held on April 14, 2007.
On February 7, 2007 Mr. Joslin presented the Don’t Trash Nevada program to the Executive
Committee by invitation of the SNAP Board. Mr. Joslin provided the Executive Committee with
a program overview and progress updates, examples of the messaging campaign and media buy, a
list of upcoming events, and clean-up statistics. Mr. Joslin was proud to present the Anti-Litter
Team clean-up trailer to the Executive Committee.

Task 1: Strategic Planning and Project Management
Strategic Plan
The team continues to draft the strategic plan.
Recycling Efforts
As noted in previous quarterly reports, Mr. Joslin represents the interagency team on the Southern
Nevada Recycling Advisory Committee (RAC). The goal of this committee is to make recycling
recommendations to policy makers in southern Nevada. This committee provides information and
research on recycling opportunities that could be made available on/in support of public lands.
The RAC met three times this quarter and is providing valuable insights regarding the state of
recycling in southern Nevada (an ongoing challenge in Clark County, with recycling rates below
20% for the past 10 years). Service providers are few and the travel distance to many of the
public land locations hinders recycling service.
The following collaboration with Albitibi-Consolidated was developed as part of a pilot study in
support of creating an interagency recycling plan (a task agreement deliverable). Mr. Joslin and
the Anti-Litter Team established southern Nevada public lands as a participant in the Abitibi
Paper Retriever® program. Participation entailed placement of bright green and yellow containers
(Paper Retrievers®) at various public land locations for the collection of recyclable paper
materials (e.g., newspaper, magazines, shopping catalogs, office paper, cardboard, mail, etc.).
This program is very successful in other parts of the country. Even organizations within areas that
provide residential curbside recycling have been successful in raising money through the Abitibi
Paper Retriever® program because Abitibi-Consolidated not only provides the bins and collection
free-of-charge in an effort to supply their paper mills’ need for recycled content, but also pays
their partners for the paper collected within the bins.
Resulting from this effort, the Anti-Litter Team recovered over two tons of paper and cardboard
this quarter. This recovery translates into 14,000 gallons of water, 34 trees, and almost 8 cubic
yards of landfill space.
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Unfortunately, Abitibi-Consolidated announced in January that it would no longer serve Las
Vegas due to the poor performance of the program in the area. In spite of paying for collected
paper, Abitibi-Consolidated was unable to attain the volume they needed to make the program
sustainable. This failure is representative of the challenges to creating successful programs in
southern Nevada.
Southern Nevada lacks robust public participation even when provided with a market for
recyclables. As such, an attempt to create an interagency plan for recycling is made extremely
difficult. The team is currently seeking clarification from the Southern Nevada Agency
Partnership board concerning the recycling deliverables of the CESU agreement and nomination.

Task 2: Messaging Campaign
This quarter the Anti-Litter Team oversaw the continued implementation of the approved
messaging campaign and media buy. In February and March approved advertisements were
purchased and run in several area periodicals. Don’t Trash Nevada advertisements ran eight times
in various editions of the Las Vegas Review Journal. Four advertisements ran in the In Business
journal during the same timeframe. Eight advertisements ran in two different Spanish language
periodicals from February 9, 2007 through March 17, 2007. Don’t Trash Nevada campaign spots
were heard on Metro Networks radio stations in February and March. A billboard for Don’t Trash
Nevada has been in place at US95 and Russell Rd. since this quarter (see attached photo).
The Anti-Litter Team received a $10,000 donation from Republic Services of Southern Nevada to
expand the reach of the campaign. The team and Republic Services are working together to create
three advertisements that educate residents about proper waste management options. The
advertisements target residents and describe bulk trash collection, curbside options, use of
transfer stations, and household hazardous waste collection in the community. The team
recognizes that some dumping on our public lands results from residents’ lack of knowledge
concerning legal disposal options. This part of the campaign focuses on educating residents to
avoid illegal dumping. The Anti-Litter Team is working to sustain its relationship with Republic
Services.
The Anti-Litter Team is also working to secure additional partnerships. The team has held a
preliminary meeting with Forever Resorts, LLC, a concessionaire at Lake Mead NRA (with many
other international locations). Initial proposals seek promotional opportunities for Don’t Trash
Nevada using existing resort resources at Lake Mead NRA. For example, addition of the Don’t
Trash Nevada logo and messaging to trash bags for boaters, placement of promotional items in
guest rooms, and distribution of educational materials to guests. The team will continue to
develop this opportunity during the next quarter.
Program Website
The Don’t Trash Nevada official web site (www.donttrashnevada.org) was launched on October
12, 2006, to coincide with the roll-out event. The site has been well received and includes
information related to illegal dumping and litter prevention. Data for the period of January –
March, 2007 indicate 107,953 successful server requests have been executed, and 10,573
successful page requests were processed (see figure 1). This represents a 144% increase in total
web traffic over the previous quarter. The web site will continue to be an important component of
the messaging campaign. The team is focused on maintaining high traffic levels for the site.
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Don't Trash Nevada
web site traffic by quarter
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Figure 1. Don’t Trash Nevada Web Traffic for the past two quarters.

A special feature of the web site is the anti-litter pledge (www.donttrashnevada.org/pledge.htm;
see attached). This pledge gives site visitors the opportunity to take a proactive stance in
supporting clean public lands. Between January and March 2007, 60 people have taken the
pledge. This is a remarkable statistic given that no separate marketing has been done for the
pledge program. To further encourage campaign visibility and outreach, people who take the
pledge are sent a thank you card, a Don’t Trash Nevada lapel pin, and a trash bag bearing the
Don’t Trash Nevada logo and web site address.

Task 3: Litter and Desert Dumping Clean-ups
According to the Points of Light Foundation, which provides data for calculating the economic
impact of volunteers, Anti-Litter Team events this quarter have had an economic impact
exceeding $31,000.00 (see Figures 2-6, below).
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Economic impact of volunteers
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If each cubic yard of waste removed by the anti-litter team was stacked
on top of each other the stack would reach 1,299 feet high
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Figures 2-6: Charts summarizing numbers of volunteers, volunteer hours,
economic impact, and waste removed for the last 12-month period total, and by quarter.

Volunteer Clean-Up Events
Seven clean-up events were held this quarter resulting in the removal of 85 cubic yards of waste
from southern Nevada public lands by more than 379 participants.



January 24, 2007 – Great Unconformity -BLM
This clean-up event is held monthly in conjunction with the BLM and the William H.
“Bob” Bailey Middle School. Forty-seven students worked for 4 hours to remove 3 cubic
yards of litter from this southern Nevada geologic treasure.



January 27, 2007 – Desert National Wildlife Refuge – FWS
Eight students from a UNLV environmental studies course cleaned a remote area of the
Desert National Wildlife Refuge; within 4 hours they removed 5 cubic yards of litter and
debris. The team was small due to transportation issues but they made a big difference.



February 17, 2007 – Stewart’s Point – Lake Mead NRA – NPS
Twenty one volunteers worked for four hours to remove 10 cubic yards of waste, mostly
litter from careless fisherman along the bank.
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February 23, 2007 – Great Unconformity - BLM
In addition to the ceremony held to recognize the efforts of Bob Bailey Middle School,
the Interagency Anti-Litter Team supported the clean-up of the Great Unconformity.
Forty-five students removed 4 cubic yards of trash that accumulates around this popular
littering site.



March 3, 2007 – Sloan Canyon NCA – BLM
Sixteen volunteers removed twenty cubic yards of trash from a makeshift target range.
The volunteers removed washers, dryers, television sets, computers, and hundreds of
other items used as targets (see attached photos).



March 17, 2007 – Searchlight to Cottonwood Cove – Lake Mead NRA – NPS
The 2nd Annual Save the Desert Environmental Walk was held in Searchlight. The AntiLitter Team partnered with other organizations to help clean a 14-mile stretch from
Searchlight to Cottonwood Cove. More than 200 volunteers removed forty cubic yards of
litter from the roadside.



March 22, 2007 – Great Unconformity - BLM
The Anti-Litter Team supported a clean-up at the Great Unconformity. This event is held
monthly in conjunction with the BLM and the Bob Bailey Middle School. Forty-two
students worked for 4 hours to remove 3 cubic yards of litter.

Recognition Event
In response to the substantial clean-up and associated educational efforts of the William H. “Bob”
Bailey Middle School, Mr. Joslin worked with the staff from the national office of the Take Pride
in America Program to obtain national recognition for the group. This effort resulted in the
creation of a certificate naming Bob Bailey Middle School as the first “Take Pride School” in
southern Nevada. Mr. Joslin and the Anti-Litter Team hosted a special recognition event on
February 23, 2007 in which the school’s students, teachers, and administrators were formally
recognized by Lisa Young, Assistant Director of Take Pride in America. Dr. Bailey, the school’s
namesake, attended the ceremony as a special guest and thanked the students for their dedication
and hard work. Recognition is an important factor in maintaining continued participation.

Recycling Event
There is an ever-increasing volume of e-waste (technology-related waste such as computers,
printers, and cell phones) dumped on public lands, thus Mr. Joslin opted to involve the Take Pride
in America in Southern Nevada Program in an event that is responsive to this problem. The Blind
Center of Nevada held an e-waste recycling event on the campus of UNLV (February 10, 2007).
The Blind Center of Nevada, in association with Computer-recycler.com, provides high quality,
responsible, and professional computer recycling that focuses on assured data privacy,
maximization of raw material extraction, and customer satisfaction. For this particular event, the
Anti-Litter Team and Mr. Joslin provided planning and promotional support.
Programs such as these are critical to efforts to decrease illegal dumping; when residents have
easily accessible, responsible waste-removal options, we will experience less unauthorized
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dumping. Mr. Joslin is sustaining the team’s partnership with the Blind Center of Nevada by
attending the center’s planning meetings and lending expertise to the organization.
Alternative Work Force Clean-Up Events
The Anti-Litter Team continues to work with the Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF). The NDF
partnership allows the Anti-Litter Team to utilize prison workers as a clean-up labor force. In
2006, this partnership made it possible for the Anti-Litter Team to perform three additional cleanups that removed 130 cubic yards of waste from the public lands. Planning for several events to
take place in 2007 is underway (see Future Events, below).
On January 4, 2007 Mr. Joslin met with representatives from HELP of Southern Nevada (Help),
an agency that offers a variety of programs and services to help individuals and families increase
their self-sufficiency and become less dependent on government assistance. Mr. Joslin is working
to establish a partnership with HELP to increase alternative workforce options for clean-ups on
the public lands. HELP administers the Community Alternative Sentencing (CAS) Program
which gives court appointed volunteers the opportunity to serve the community, save taxpayers
the cost of incarceration, and provide valuable manpower to nonprofits and government agencies.
The Anti-Litter Team, UNLV, and HELP are working together to finalize the agreements
necessary to establish a working relationship. Once an agreement has been finalized, the AntiLitter team will have access to another alternative workforce to improve the conditions of our
public lands.
Future Events
The Anti-Litter Team is constantly refining and improving the planning and implementation of
events, and making every effort to exceed its goal of twelve clean-ups specified for Year 3. To
assist in this endeavor, partnership and meaningful collaboration with other interagency teams
(e.g., Interagency Volunteer Team, Interagency Restoration Team, and Interagency Law
Enforcement Team) are being considered and established.
The team has also begun scheduling additional alternative work force clean-ups (see also
Alternative Workforce Clean-up Events, above); three sites have tentatively been identified. Site
visits with NDF supervisors are planned.

Task 4: Judicial System Analysis
On October 26, 2006 a draft Judicial System Analysis report was presented to the Interagency
Law Enforcement Team for review. Concerns were raised regarding the draft, and the team
worked to resolve those issues. On March 12, 2007 the Anti-Litter Team was advised by the
SNAP Executive Director, Jennifer Haley, that the report prepared by the Anti-Litter Team met
the scope for the Round 4 Project Task Agreement and does not require further revision. Mr.
Joslin and the Anti-Litter Team will work to finalize the report by adding an appendix of
comments submitted by the Law Enforcement Team followed by final editing.
Submitted by:

March 31, 2007

Margaret N. Rees, Principal Investigator

Date
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Media Buy Summary
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Oct-06

Nov-06

Dec-06

Jan-07

Feb-07

Mar-07

NEWSPAPER
LV Review Journal
4 Col x 10" BW in Business Section & Nevada
Section

10/13 & 10/15

2/9, 2/11, 2/16, 2/18, 3/9, 3/11, 3/16, 3/18

In Business Las Vegas
Junior Page BW (7.5" x 10")
Publishes: Friday
Circulation: 10,000

10/13/2006

2/9, 2/16, 3/9, 3/16

El Tiempo
Junior Page BW (7.5" x 10")
Publishes: Friday Circulation: 50,000

10/13/2006

2/9, 2/16, 3/9, 3/16

El Mundo
Half Page Vertical BW (6.75" x 10.5")
Publishes: Saturday Circulation: 35,500

10/14/2006

2/10, 2/17, 3/10, 3/17

Circulation: Daily 199,686; Sunday 219,673;

Radio
Spanish Radio
KWID 101.9 FM - Regional Mex #1 Spanish # 2
Gen Mkt

Week of 10/16 &
10/23

Week of 2/5 &2/12

Week of 3/5 & 3/12

Week of 10/16 &
10/23

Week of 2/5 &2/12

Week of 3/5 & 3/12

Metro Networks
:10 second sponsorship - 65x wk
Metro Networks cover 85% of Las Vegas
commercial radio
Out-Of-Home Advertising
Lamar Outdoor
I-515 (US95) at Russell North Face Tri-Vision

12/20/06-2/19/06

Cinema Advertising
Rancho Santa Fe, Sun Coast, Orleans, Sam's
Town

11/17-11/30

12/01-12/29

Don’t Trash Nevada
Anti-Litter and Dumping Pledge

Don’t Trash Nevada Anti-Litter and Dumping Pledge

Screen shot:
http://www.donttrashnevada.org/pledge.htm

Join us! Take the pledge, then ask ten of your family members or friends to take it too. By acting
together, we’ll fix the problem together. Yes, I will take the pledge!
•

I pledge to never knowingly litter or dump.

•

I promise to use only approved receptacles and/or waste disposal sites.

•

I promise to tell others that littering and dumping are not acceptable.

•

If I see litter on the ground, I will pick it up and place it in the appropriate container.

•

I will volunteer my time, whenever possible, to help with clean-up events.

•

I will recycle whenever possible.

•

I promise to be a good example to others.
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Sloan Canyon Clean-Up
March 3, 2007

Students spread out to remove target shooting trash. If the people who
made this mess had been caught, they could have been fined.

Volunteers come in all sizes. Noah is the six-year-old son of a volunteer.
He is learning a valuable lesson about stewardship and to pack out what
he packs in. It’s a simple lesson not learned by those who trashed this
area.
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Volunteers take a break after a hard day’s work.
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A photograph doesn't adequately show just how much trash was on site.
However, this photograph does give you an idea.

This is the same view after the clean-up.
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Before

After
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Before

After
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Don’t Trash Nevada Billboard
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Don’t Trash Nevada billboard located at US95 and Russell Road
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